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The Approach to Build the Ad Hoc Arbitration Regime

in Chinese Pilot Free Trade Zones
Chu Beiping Shi Qiang

Abstract: The publication of the Opinions of the Supreme People’s Court on Providing Judi-
cial Support for the Development of Pilot Free Trade Zones activates a trial of ad hoc arbitration
regime in China with its reference of the “three-specifics” arbitration. Nonetheless, the practice
of this arbitration system in the pilot free trade zones will be impeded by its conflict with the cur-
rent arbitration legislations in China. Hence, for the purpose of ensuring a functional legal sys-
tem, the long-term path to justify the ad hoc arbitration in China may be the introduction of a du-
al system in the up-coming revision of the Arbitration LLaw separating the international arbitration
and domestic arbitration, while, as a short-term solution, the impediment may also be temporari-
ly lifted by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress exercising its power to in—
terpret the relevant laws. In the meantime, a modern arbitrators’ organization needs to be
brought in to ensure a highly self-disciplined team of ad hoc arbitrators; a unified arbitration rules
for pilot free trade zone should also be encouraged in order to accelerate the maturity of the arbi-
tration rules and to form a combined competitiveness in international arbitration. At the same
time, the establishment of the ad hoc arbitration regime shall focus on the scope of the application
of this system, the innovation of the arbitrators’ qualification, empowering the arbitral tribunal
to have more reasonable duties, and improving the measures available to the court to support the
arbitration.

Keywords: ad hoc Arbitration; Revision of Arbitration Law; Interpretation of Laws by the

National Peoples’ Congress; Arbitrators’ Association.
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