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[ Abstract] The legal interest protected in, the crime of infringement upon citizens’ per-
sonal information does not meet the qualifications for a supra-perscualllegal interest, nor does
the personal information of citizens have al'supra-personal attribute. > Interpreting the legal inter-
est in this crime on the ground thai(i¥'\presupposes the protection of legal interest may lead to the
risk of undermining the priheiple of legally prescribed punishment for a specified crime. The
understanding that citizens’ personal inforipation has supra-personal attribute also lacks a basis
in pre-existing laws. According te human rights law, including the Constitution, the Civil Code
and other prescriptive laws, the personal information of citizens has clear individual right attrib-
utes. The significance of personal information protection in criminal law is embodied in the pro-
tection of personal information self-determination and the personal interests of social interaction
('such as personal and property security). The public value of citizens’ personal information
should also be positioned derivatively in the personal attributes of citizens’ personal informa-
tion , which is specifically manifested in citizens’ respect for public values as a restriction on citi-
zens’ right to personal information self-determination. Accordingly, the legal interest protected in
this crime should be summarized as citizens’ right to personal information self-determination and
the related interest in social interaction. This understanding can not only explain the limitation of
the victim’ s consent in this crime, but also provide a further theoretical basis for judging the a-

mount of the crime and the degree of infringeme nt upon legal interests in this crime.
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