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On the Predicaments of Regional Fishery Activities in the South
China Sea and Their Solutions

ZHANG Yan-cang" > ZHANG Xu-dong’
(1. Law School, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China;
2. Shenzhen Institute, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China; 3. Law School, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, China)

Abstract: The South China Sea is a key area in the establishment of the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road”,
and its vast area provides unique conditions for the development of marine fisheries in the surrounding states. In
recent years, the fisheries in the South China Sea have been threatened by IUU (illegal, unreported and unregulated)
fishing activities, coupled with the fishery conflicts between the neighboring states, which lead to a significant
decline of fishery resources in the South China Sea and seriously affect the sustainable development. In terms of
the current problems and causes behind the fishery activities in the South China Sea, this paper puts forward the
establishment of a regional fishery organization in the South China Sea in collaboration with the neighboring
states under the guidance of “South China Sea Fishery Community with a Shared Future”. Further clarifying the
responsibilities and obligations amoung the surrounding states in the mutual exploration and governance of fishery
resources, this organization is expected to achieve the joint investigation and maintenance, along with the mutual
supervision of IUU fishing activities in the South China Sea.

Key words: the South China Sea; IUU fishing; fishery conflict; regional fishery organization
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