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The key issues on the drafting of an international convention on judicial sale of ships
LI Xin-wei CHU Bei-ping
( Law School Dalian Maritime University Dalian 116026 China)

Abstract: Focused on some key issues on the drafting of an international convention on judicial sale of ships this paper pro—
poses that the convention shall only apply to judicial sales of ships which under the law of the state where they are conduc—
ted confer clean title to the ship on the purchaser; to give the certificate of judicial sale the effect of conclusive evidence;

that the convention shall be cast in terms of “having international effects” rather than “international recognition” and ex—
pressly set forth conditions for giving international effect to the judicial sale; to establish minimum standards for the content of
the notice of judicial sale; and to confer exclusive jurisdiction on the original court of judicial sale in determining whether to
avoid a certificate of judicial sale or to avoid or suspend the effects of a judicial sale. At the same time further research
should be conducted on legal consequences of a failure to comply with the important notice requirements; optimizing and har—
monizing the conditions for international effects of judicial sale; assessing the consequences of the “public policy” exception
for the obligation not to arrest; and designing a more convenient mechanism to get purchasers out of the registration and de—
registration dilemmas.
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