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The Research on the Legal Status of Artificial Islands

SUN Chao MA Ming-fei
( Law School Dalian Maritime University Dalian 116026 China)

Abstract: United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea doesnt provide the definition
standard of legal status of artificial islands which includes maritime rights and
obligations. The controversy of definition standard surrounds “ construction
foundation’ . “construction purpose” and “the mode of construction ”. Different
definition standards lead to different conclusions. The legal status of artificial islands

affects not only the maritime rights and obligations of artificial islands but also the
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maritime delimitation. The best solution to the problem of the legal status of artificial
islands appears to make a new definition standard which includes the above three
standards. Finally we can get the maritime rights and obligations and maritime
delimitation of artificial islands according to the legal status.

Key words: artificial islands; legal status; construction foundation standard; construction purpose

standard; the mode of construction standard
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